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Urban planning is a universal phenomenon that has existed in various cultures without dependency or
influence upon each other. A city whose network of streets, functional division, extent and character
were determined prior to its construction is a planned city.

Hippos-Sussita is a well-planned city situated on the top of a mountain 2 km east of the Sea of Galilee
and 350 m above the level of the lake. The city was founded in the 2nd century BCE, apparently by
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. From the time of Pompey (63 BCE) it was included in Provincia Syria. Like
other cities of the Decapolis, Hippos-Sussita functioned as a Greek city in all respects. It flourished
from the 1st-3rd centuries CE. The city continued to prosper during the Byzantine period as well. Its
end came in the fatal earthquake of 749 CE. The city was then deserted, never to be inhabited again.

Hippos-Sussita was surrounded by a solid wall. The city had an orthogonal plan and clear functional
division. Its main street (the Decumanus Maximus), which was designed as a colonnaded street, crossed
the entire length of the city on an east-west axis. A number of streets that ran north-south (cardines)
intersected perpendicularly with the main axis and created insulae. Around the centrally located forum
were a main sanctuary and a few public buildings. In spite of its Hellenistic foundations, the city plan
and most of its building complexes, except for the main sanctuary, were built during the Roman period.
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